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| Here beginneth certain Merry Tales of the 
? Mad- Men of Gotam. 


The firſt Tale, 

TE two Pen of Gotam, 
the one ol them was going un⸗ 

| to. the Market to Notingham , 
to buy Sheep: and the other came from 
the Parket, and both met together, up- 
on Nottingham: Bꝛidge: Well met, ſaid 
the one "unto the other : whether be 
you going, ſaid he that came from Not- 
tingham 2 . Parry, laid he, that was go- 
ing thither, J go to the Parket to buy 
Sheep ;.buy Sheep, ſaid the other, and 
which way wilt thau b2ing them home 
Parry (laid the other) J will bꝛing them 
oper this Bridge. By Robin Hood, ſaid 
DP he that came, from Nottingham, but thou 
chat not: by Maid Marrin, ſaid he that 
was going thither ward, but J will, thou 

M ſhalt not ſaid one, J will ſaid the other: 
ter here, ſaid the one ; thus there, ſaid 
the - other. Then they beat their 
| — againft the ground, one againſt 
ether, as there had been an Zhundred. 
Sbee ep betwirt them. Mold in laid 
one. Beware the leaping over the 
KY batdge of my Sheep, fe ſaid the other. I 
| | care 
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care not ſaid the other. They ſhall not 
come this way, ſaid the one; but they 


hall ſaid the other. Then ſaid the other, 
and if that thou make much to do, A. 
will put my finger into thy Pouth. A 
turd thou wilt, ſaid the other. And as 
they were in contention, another Pan 
of Gotam came from the Parket with a 
ſack of Peal upon his Yozſe, and ſeeing 
and hearing his Neighbours at ftrife fo 


ſheep, and none between them, ſaid, Ah - 


fols, will ye never learn wit 2 help me, 
ſaid he, that had the Meal, and lay 'my 
ſack upon my Shoulder: they did ſo, and 
he went to the other ſide of the b2idge, Et 
unloſed the Pouth of his Pack, and 
ſhook ont all the Peal into the River. 
Now Netghbonrs, how much Peal is 
there in my Sack now ? marry there is 
none at all ſaid-they. Now by my faith, 
ſaid he, even as. much wit there is in 
your two heads, to-ſfrive fo2 that thing 
which vou have not. 
Which was the wifeſf of all theſe 
thee perſons judge you 9 
The ſecond Tale. 
Mere was a man of Gotam, did ride 
to the Parket with two buthels of 


wheat, and becaufo his Yozſe ſhould not 


bear heavy, he carried his Cozn on his 
neck 
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neck, becauſe his hozſe ſhould not carry 


to heavy a burden. Judge you, which 
was the wiſeſt his Yo2ſe oz himſelf, 

The third Tale. 
N a time the men of Gotam, would 
have pinned in a Cuckow, whereby 
the ſhould ſing all the year ; ſo in the 
midft of the Town they made an hevge, 
round in compaſs, and got a Cuckow 
and put therein, ſaying to her, ſing here 
all the year, thou ſhalt lack neither meat 
no2 dꝛink. The Cuckow, as ſoon as ſhe 
perceived her ſelf incompaſſed within the 
hedge, flew away. A vengance on her ſaty 
they, we made not our Pedge bigh ennff, 

The fourth Tale 

Here was a man of Gotam,the which 

went to the market to Nottingham to 
col Cheeſe, and as he was going down 
the Mill on Notingham- bridge, one of his 
Cheeſes did fall out of his Mallet and 
ran down the Mill. J whozſons, ſaid the 
fellow, can you run to the Parket a- 
lone? J will ſend the one after the other 
of you. Then he laid down his Wallet 
and took the Cheeſes and did tumble 
them down the Hill one after the other, 
and, ſome- ran into one buſh, and ſome 
into another. And at the laſt be ſaid, I 
charge you all meet me in the Parket⸗ 

A place: 
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place, and when the fellows came into 
the Parkef-place fo met his Cheeſes, 
he ffaid there till the Parket was al- 
molt done, Then he went about and 
did enquire of his Neighbo2zs and other 
Men, if they did ſee his Cheeſes come 
to the Parket: who ſhould bzing them 
ſaid one of the Parket men! marry 
themſelves, ſatd the fellow, they knew 
the way: well enough. Me ſaid a ven- 
gance on them all, J did fear fo ſee my 
Cheſes run ſo faſt that they would run 
beyond the Parket: J am now fally 
erſwaded. that they be now_almoſt af 
ork ; Whereupon he fo2thwith: hired kn 
Pozſe to ride after fo York fo ſ&- 
Cheeſes, where they were not. N 
unto this dap no man could tell him ot 


bis Cheeſes. 
The fifth Tale. 

ere was a Man of Gotam, who 
bought af Nottingham a Zrivet, oꝛ 
a 1B2an-iron, and as he was going home, 
his ſhoulders grew ſoze with the carri⸗ 
age thereof, and he ſct if down, and ſee- 
ing it had th2e feet, ſaid, a whozſon, haſt 
thou thz& feet, and J buf two? thou 
halt bear me home ik thou wilt; and 
fo (cf it down on the ground, and late 


himſelf down thereupon, and ſaid * 
is 
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his Txivet, bear me as long as J 
inde Boe thee, fo if thon doſt "not; then 
— ffand ftill foz me. X | 
Gotam vid [& that his Trivet would go 
no further; ftand ffilt, laid he, in the 
MWayozs name, and follow. me il thou 
wilt, A will tell thee the right way ta 
my home. When he did come home fo 
his 'Yonſe, his Wife ſaid; where is my 
Trivet: the Pan ſaid, he hath thꝛe 
Leggs and A bat two, aud J did teach 
him the way to my Youre, let him come 
home if he will. Mhere left you the 
Trivet. ſaid the Wife 2 af Gotam hill, 
ſaid the Pan. The Wife did run and 
fetch home the Trivet her own ſelf, oz 
elſe the * loſt it thzough her Mus⸗ 
bands wit. 


The ſixth Tale. 

Here dwelt a Smith in Gotam, who 

had a Waſps Neff in the ſtraw, in 

the end of his Fozge : there came one 

of his | Neighbours to have his Pozſe 

Shwed, and the Waſps were ſo buſie, 
that the fellow was ſtung with a Ma 

he being angry, ſatd, Art thou 2 
to keep a Fozge 2 no ? 3 goo P 

here ſtung with Waſps. e 

ſaid the Smith, be t 3 l | 

them from their Fu by and by; imme 7 
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 diately 1 lter e heat it glow- 


dot & fhzuff info the ſtraw at the end 

of the wege, and ſalet his fozge on fre, e 

xnt.it up. Then laid the Smith A told 

A. would fire them out of their Neſt. 
The ſeventh Arn | 


en that, Gagd-Fryday wag tome, 


the Men ol Gotam did caſt their 


Peads together what to do with their 


white herrings, their red⸗herrings, their 
ſprats, and ſalf-fiſh. One conſulted with 
the other, 4 agred that ſuch fiſh ſhould 


be calf into their pond oz pol (the which 


was in the middle of the Town) that it 


might increaſe againſt the next year, and 


every man that had any fiſh left did caſt 
them info the pcol : one ſaid, J habe ſo 
many red Perrings, another ſaid J have 
fo many white-Yerrings, a third ſaid, J 
have ſo many ſpꝛats, a fourth ſaid, J have 
thus many red Perrings, and the other 
ſaid, J have ſo many ſalt-fiſhes ; let all 
go together into the pool oz pond and we 
thall live like Lo2ds the next Lent. At the 
' deginning of the next Lent following the 
men did dꝛaw the pond to have their fiſh, 
Aud there was nothing but a great Cel, 
Ah 1aid they all, a. miſchief on this Eel, 
he. hath cat up all our Fiſh, Whit ſhall 
be do with him, ſaid one to the kit 
i 
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kill him ſaid one of them, chop him all 
ts pieces, ſaid another, and a third ſaid, 
let us dꝛown him; be it ſo, ſatd they all, 
So they went to another pool 02 pond 
by, and did caſt tho Cel into the Mater, 
lay there, ſaid they, and ſhift fo2 thy ſelf, 
foz. no help thou ſhalt have of us; and 

there they left the Cel fo be downed. 

The eighth Tale. 
Na tine the men of Gotam had foz- 
goffen to pay their Kent to their 
Landloz2d. The one ſaid to the other, to 
morzow is our pay-day, & what remedy 
ſhall we find to ſend our mony to dur 
1.02d ? the one ſaid, this day J have taken 
a quick Pare,e he tall carry it, foz he is 
light of foot: be it fo, ſaid they all, he 
ſhall have a letter, and a purſe to put in 
dur monp, and we ſhall direct him the 
ready way ; when the Letters were woit⸗ 
ten « the mony pnt in a purſe, they did 
tre them about the Pares neck, ſaying, 
thou muſt go firſt to Loughborrough, and 
then to Leiceſter, & at Newark, there is 
our Lo2d, commend us to him, & there is 
* his due. The Mare as ſoon as he was 
out of their Hands, he did run a clean 
contrary way : ſome cried to him, fay- 
ing, thou muſt go to Lovghborugh firſt ; 
| ſome 
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N 
ſome ſaid, let the Hare alone, be can 
tell a nearer wap than the belt of us all 
can do, let her go- | 
ninth Th: 

Na time there was one of Gotam, 

mowing in the Peads, and found 4 
great G2aſhopper ; he caſts-down his 
Sith, and run home to his Neighbozs; ' 
and ſaid, that there was a Devil in the 
Field that hopped in the Gzaſs : the 
there was every man ready with C 
and Staves, with Yalberds and other 
weapons t* kill the G2aſhopper : when 
they did come unto. the place where the 
Gꝛzaſhopper ſhould be, ſaid the one to the 
ſother let every man croſs himfelf from 
the Devil, foz we will not meddle with 
him, and ſo they returned again and ſaid, 
we were bleſt this. day that we went no 
further. Ah Cowards, ſaid he that had 
the Sith in the Pead, help me fo fetch 
my Sith, no ſaid they, it is god to ſlæp 
in a whole skin: better to lofe thy Sith, 
then to mar us all. 

The tenth Tale, | 

Na certain time there were twelve 

men of Gotam that did go a fiſhing, 
and ſome did wade in the Mater: and 
fome ſtcod upon d2y land, and when they 
went home ward, one ſaid fo the ather 
we 


(9) 
we have ventured wonderful hard this 

day in wading, J p2ayGod that none of us 
that did come from home be dꝛowned: 
Marry, ſaid the one to the other, let us 
ſce that, fo2 there did twelve of us come 
out; and they fold fhemſelves, and e- 
very man did tell ele ven, and the twelfth 


man did never tell himſelf.” Alas, ſaid 


one fo the other, there is one of ns 
dꝛowned. They went back tothe b2ock, 
where they had been fiſhing, and ſought 
up and down fo2 him that was d2owned, 
and did make great lamentation. A 
Courtier did come riding by, and he did 
ask what it was thep did ſeek, and why 
they were ſo ſozry ? Dh ſaid they, this 
day we went to fiſh in the bzwk, and 
there did come out twelve of us and one 
is dzowned. TUhy, laid the Courtier, 
tell how many be of you, and the one 
ſaid eleven, and he Lid not tell himſelf ; 
Well, ſaid the Conrfier, what will you 
give me, and J will find out twelve men? 
Dir, ſaid they all the money we ha ve, 
Give me, the money, ſaid the Courtier, 
and he began with the firſt and gave him 
a recumbendibus over the ſhoulders, 
that he groaned, and there is one; fo he 
ſerved all, that they groaned on the 
matter: when he did come to the laſt, 
he 


( 10 
he paid him a good, ſaying, here is the 
twelfth man. Gods - bleſſing on pour 
heart, ſaid. all the Company, that you 
have found ont our Neighbour. 
The Eleventh Tale. 
19 was a man of Gotam, that did 
ride upon the high way, and there he 
found a Cheeſe, & he pulled out his ſwozd 
and bozed and p2icked with the poinf of 
his ſwo2d fo fake up the Cheeſe, There 
did eome another man by, & did alight x 
tok up the Cheeſe, and did ride his way 
with it ; the man of Gotam did ride back 
fo Nottingham, to buy a longer Swozd to 
to take np the Theſe, æ when he had bought 
his ſwoꝛd retuned back, & when he did 
come to the place where the Cheeſe did 
lay, he pulled ont his ſwo2d, E pꝛicked the 
ground, ſaying. A murrain take it, if J 
had had this ſwo2d, J had had the Cherſe 
my ſelf, and now another hath got it 
| The twelfth Tale. 
12 was a man of Gotam, & he did 
t love his Wike, and having fair 
hair, her Pusband ſaid divers times that 
he would cut it off, and he durſt not do 
it, when ſhe was waking, but when ſhe 
was allep ; ſo on a night he took a 
pair of Shxrs and laid them under his 
beds⸗head, Which his Wife perceived, 
_ . E 
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x then ſhe did call ta one of her maids, x 
ſaid, go to bed to my husband, foz he is 
minded to cut off my hair to night ; let 
him cut off thy hair, « F'le give thee as 
good a Rertle, as ever thou didſt wear 2 
the maid: did ſo, & fained her ſelf afleepy 
which the man perceiving, cut off her 
hair, and wꝛapt it about his ſheers, and 
laid it under his beds head, & fell aſlgp. 
The Wife made her maid to ariſe, and 
took the hair and the ſheers 4 went in⸗ 
to the Yall, and there burnt the Yair 2 
The ne had a Yozſe, which he did love 
above all things (as the well did know) 
the god wife went into the husbands 
Stable and cut off the Pozſes tapl, & dis 
wap the ſheers in the hozſe⸗tapl, & laid 
them under her husbands head. In the 
mozning ſhe div rie betimes, and did 
ſit by the Fire kemibing of der eat, at 
laſt the Pan did come to the fire; and 
ſeeing his Mile kembing of her 'Yead, 
marvelled much thereat. The Maid 
ſeeing her Paſter and in a bzown 
ſtudy, ſaid, what a Devil ails the-Yozſe 
in the Stable foz he bleeveth ſo2c, ? the 
Kood. man ran into the Stable, and found 
that his Yozſe-fayl was cut of, he 
went to his beds head and did und his 
ſheers wzapt up in his Poꝛſe tapl, and 
. _ did. 
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did come to his Mile, ſaying J cry thee 
mercy, foz, J had thought that J had cut 
off thy hair * night, and J have cut off 
my hose Tayl 2 yca ſaid ſhe, ſelf do, ſelf 
habe; many a man thinketh to do ano- 
Uk man a ſh2ewd turn, and it turneth 
kt künes to his own ſclf. : 
The thirteenth Tale, - 


a. Wager with his Wife that. the 
$5 not make him a Cuckold; no ſaid 


buf. Fee ſpare me not (quoth he) 


al 6 di canſt. On a time. ſhe. hid 
(pig Ald fauſets in the baulſe, 
5 the; = 75 5 her Buttrep, and ef 
a. Pere a bꝛoach, and cryed out ta her 
Pub, and laid, Ipꝛap you-baing me 
hither 4 b and 84 — tt, o elle. all 
p the. Ale my. b the; good man 
ch a nd could ff None, 
Cu ither t en laid Fro and hald your 
er, in the Tap⸗ hole, the pulled out her 
lager, and the... good man put in bis. 
then called unto her Taploz, which 

id dell at the nert dw2, with whom 
che made a blind bargain ; and within a 
while after che came to, her Yubband, and 
la bzing a ſpiggot and fauſet with her 
: „pull out thy finger out of the 
p⸗hole gentle Cuckold, foz you 1 


Vere was à inan of Gotam that laid 
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loft pour bargain. J beſhzew pour heart 
foz pour labour, ſaid the good man; make 
no ſuch bargains then, ſaiy. mes with me. 
The fourteenth | 
Here was a man of Gar had taken 
T Buzzard, und to the eating 
of if Kun four 92 five led mens 
s. the Wite had killed an old 
99 75 and ſhe and two ok her Gol⸗ 
ſips. had, e 121 the Büfzard, ar of 
old Gosse je lp $0.39 ire fo Gra 
dane ans a en they” wer 
come. and; The ald Baie io as ſet helge 
them; what is khis then ſatd one at” 
men 2 the good man ſaid, a good . 


Buzzard. A Buzzard ſaid they, i“ is an 
Mk gt, and 1 art a Bua ta 
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Dusbarid e're he went, to 
a -þ block faz the Fire, and in the 
mean ſpace ſhe pulled out the Bitzzards 
Feathers, and did put in the Sale 
thers ; the Pan taking his W 
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bag, went fo the Gentlemans ſervants 
and fatd, p2ay you be not angry with 
me, fo you ſhall ſee here that J had a 


Buzzard, foz here be the feathers : and 


he opened his bag and ſhook ont al 4 


gooſe. keatbers; the Gentlettans fer- 
vants ſeeing the goole feathers, ſaid why 
thou knave couidſt thou not be conten⸗ 
ted to mock us at thine own bt bat* 


art come to mock us here 
toak a waſter in his hand, and did give 
him z dazen ſkripes, ſaying, take this foꝛ 
a Rewarv, and hereafter mock, us not 
any mat. | | 8 
Nog The freemth Tate: ere FX 
T was a poung man of Sotam, 
the which went a wing to a fair 
Mad, his Pother warned pe Vefoze- 
band, taping, when thou doſt lock HP 
der, calf a Sher ps Epe, and ſay, 
von Tweet Pigs me : the fellow went 
to the Butchers aud bought ſeve n 03 
eight Sheeps Eves, and when this iu⸗ 
fty wooer did fit at dinner, he would 
look upon this fair Wiench, and "would 
caſt in her face, a Sheeps eye- 'faying 
how do pou ſweet pigs me: how do J: 
ſaid the Wengh, Swines face why doſt 
thou caſt the ſheeps eye at me 2 © ſweet 
pigs 


e one 
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pigS-ni, have at thee another: J-defre 
ther ſwines face, ſaid the TEench. The 
fei low being ahoſh ev, ſaid, What, (weee 
pigs⸗ni be content for if you live until 
| _ next year, thou wilt be a foul Sow: 
lalk kna ve, walk, ſatd ſhe, faz if thots 
ide until the n.xt pear, thou wilt be 
a Fark Knave, a{tbber. and a fool. Pere 
A man — * that foꝛ a mans gaod 
_ he ſhall have evil will and dilplea⸗ 
Due ſixteenth Tale Tat 
A. Pans ike of Gotam” was bought 
*->f0bed of a man⸗Chiid; the kater did 
bſd'the Goſſips, which were Childꝛen of 
eight o2 nine years ot age. The eldeſt s 
name that ſhould be Godfather, was na- 
med Gilbert, the ſecond chůd was named 
Humptry, and the God mothers name 
mas Cb riſtabel. Che fciends of them did 
Admentſh them (ping, that divers 
Fas they muſt ſay after the Pit : 
When all were tome to the Church doo? 
Tie P-teſt (aid, de ye all agreed of the 
name: be you, ſuld Gi bert, agreed of 
the name: be you, ſaid Humpf ry, agreed 
of the name 7 be you ſaid Chriſtabel, a- 
gtesd of the name? The Peſt (ind. 
wihereto22 be ve came hiiher? Criberr 
fad, Wherefote be vou Carre hither? 
5 um- 
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Humphry laid, wherefo2e be vou come hi⸗ 
ther? Chriſtabel ſatd, wherefoze be you 
come hither ? The Pꝛieſt being much 
amazed, could not tell what to ſay, but 
whiftied and lald, whew: Gilbert whtſt- 
led and ſaid whew, Humphry whiſtled and 
ſo did Chriſtabel. The Pꝛieſt being angry, 
ſato, go home fools, go hame fools, ga 
hame : go home, fools go home, ſaid Hum- 
phry: go Home fools, go Home, ſaid 
Chriſtabel. The Pzieſt then p2ovided foz 
Godfathers and God ⸗mothers. Pere a 
man may fce that Childꝛen can do no⸗ 
thing without good inſtructions, and they 
be not wiſe that wil regard Childzens 


wozds. 
The ſeventeenth Tale. 

12 was a man of Gotam the which 

1 ſhould be married: and when the 
day of marriage was appointed, and the | 
time come that they ſpauld be married 
together, the Pꝛieſt ſaid, ſay after me: 
the man ſatd, ſay atter me: the Pꝛieſt 
ſaid. ſay not after me ſuch woꝛds, but 
ſay after me as J will tell thee : the kel⸗ 
om ſaid, ſay not after me ſuch woꝛds. 
but ſay after me as J will tell thee. 
The Pueſt ſald, thou doſt play the fool 
and the knave to mock with the holy 
Sacrament ok Matrimony. The * 4 


(17) 
low ſaid, thou daſt play the fool and the 
knave to mock with the holy Sacrament 
of Matrimony. The pꝛieſt could not tell 
what to ſay, but ſaid. what Call J vo 
with this foal ? the fellow ſald, what 
ſhall J do with this fgo! 2 Fare well.ſato 
the JP2ieſt, I will nat marry thee. How- 
beit the fellow by other men was tn: 
ſtructed how to do, after that he was 


married. And J heard ſuch a fooliſh 


pꝛank played at Kingſtone of late days. 
The eighteenth Tale. 


| 1 was ag Scotchman the which 


did dwell at Gotam, and he had ta⸗ 


ken a Haule a littie from London, and of 


it he woul2 make an Inn, and to his 
ſign he would have the Bo2es-head, and 
went ta London to have a Bozes⸗Hheab 
made. He did come to a Car ber q? Joy⸗ 
ner, laping in his mother tongue, J ſay 
ſpeak, canꝰſt thou make me a bare head? 
yea, ſaid the Carver. Then ſatd the (cot- 
tihman., make me a bare head an ouſt 
youl, and thouſe have twenty perce fo2 
thy Hire. J will do it. ſaid the Carver, on 
S. Andrews dap b:foze Chaiſtmas, which 
is named Youl in Scotland, and in Eng- 
land in the Moꝛth: the Scotch-man dig 
come to London fo2 his Bozes head, ta 
ſet it at the pod? fog a Sign. A . 
| B 2 rea, 
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peak, laid the Scotchman, haft thou 
made me a bare head? yes, ſat tie cat 
ver: andfetching hum a mans head that 
was bare, & ſaid, Sir, here is pour bare 
head J, laid the S cotchman the mic⸗ 
kle Devil is this a bare head? yea. ſaid 
the Carver. J ſay, ſaid the Scotttih 
man, J will have a Fare head, like an 
head as doth folſow a Sew that hath 
„ Opyy:es. Dr, faidthe Carver. Jcannot 
teli what is a Sew, and what is a gryce. 
that ho:fon, knoweſt thou not a Sew 
that wil; greet and groan, und her grp- 
ces will tun aff ec her and cry-aweek a- 
week. © lald the Carver. it is a Pig. 
ved, ſat the Scottiſhman, let me have 
her Fathers head made in timber, and 
make me a bird, and ſet on her (cal ps, 
and cauce her to ing whip whir : the 
Carver laid. Jcannot caule her to ſing 
whip wite. Wyo Hozcon, laid the ſcotch⸗ 
nin, wat her as the ſhould ſing wpip 
whir. Here you may ſee that every man 
Doth deught in his own fence, 02 Toth 
rejoyce in iis kantaſie. | 
Taeniretcenth Tale, 
Mold time when ti;eſe afozeſaid eſts 
A Was (8% Pen af che Cenntry. repors 
ted) char tech untaſtical matters were 
Done at Gren, ich cannot tell mw, 
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the wives were gathered together in an 
gle-houſe, and the one laid to the other. 
trat they were all pozfitable ta their 
husband: which way good Eoſlitp, ſain 
the ale⸗u iſe : The firſt laid. J ſhalt ten 
ygu good Ooflips ; J can neither bake, 


bew, noꝛ J can do no wazk : whereto:e 
Ado make every day holiday, and 3 go 


to the Ale-houſe, becauie ar all times A 
cannot go to the Church; and in the 
Ale⸗haule 3 pray Mod to ipꝛed well my 
husband, and J Do thinn my prayer 
ſhould do Him much more good then my 
labout tf J ſhould worn. Ch-:: ſa:dthe 
econd. Jam p2ofitable to y husband 
in ſaving ot Cand es in inter, foz J 
vo canſe my husband and all my hou⸗ 
thold-folks to go to bed by day light. and 
to riſe by day ⸗ light. The third wife ſaid, 
and J am pazticable to my husband in 
ſparing ol bꝛead, fo2 4 wil: ear but little, 
to2 the dꝛinking a gation 02 3: 0 of good 
Ale J care foꝛ no meat. The fourth 
Wife (atd, Jam {oath to ſpend meat ck 
duik at heme in mine own houſe, 
wheretoze 4 bo go mito the Tinc⸗Ta. 
vern at Nottingnam, andio take wine & 
ſuch things as God ſhall ſend me there. 
The fifth Wife ſaid, a man ſhall have 
ever moze company in another mans 
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houſe then his own, and moſf commonly 
in an ale⸗houſe 1s the beſt chear in the 
Town: and fo2 ſparing of meat and 
dꝛink. and other neceifities. J go to the 
Ale-houſe. The ſixth Uiife laid, my hul⸗ 
band hath wool, and flar, and tow, and 
to ſpare it, J go to other mens houſes 
to do other mens wozk. The leventh 
wife laid, I Do (pare my husbands wood 
and coals, and do fit talking all the day 
by other mens fires. The eighth laid. 
Beek, and Mutton, and Pozk is dear, 
wherekoze J do ſpare it, and do take 
Pig, Gooſe. Den, Chicken. Canp and 
Capon, the which be of lower pzice. The 
ninth ſato, and J do ſpare mp husbands 
Soap and iye, faz whereas 4 ffoutd, 
CWalh once a Meek, J do Mach tut 
once in a quarter of a year. Chen ſatd 
the Alewite, and J do keep my husbands 
Ale that F do bꝛew from ſowzing, fo? 
whereas 4 was wout to dꝛink up all, nom 
Ileave never a 20p. _ 
5 The Twentieth Tale. 

N Aſh-cUedneſday the Pꝛieſt of 
S Gotam would have a Collation to 
his Pariſhoners, and ſaid, Friends, the 
the time is come that you muſt pot ag 
and faſting, and alms⸗deeds, and this 
week come pou to ſhaift, and J el 
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( 21.) | F 
tell you moe of my mind, but as fo: 
Prayers, I think there be not twa per- % 
ons in the pariſh can ſay their-JWater- + 
noſter. As fo? faſting; you faſt fifll, fo2 
pou have not a good meals meat in 
che whole year: as fo2 Alms⸗ deeds, what 
ſhould you do to give any thing, that 
have nothing ts taketo? But when that 
you come to the ſhift, 3 will tell pou 
moe of my mind after Mals. The 
good man that did keep the Ale⸗houſe 
did come to hem and above all things 
he confeſſed himlelf-to be dunk divers 
times in the year, eſpectally in Lent. 
The Pueſt laid, in Lent thou ſhouldeſt 
moſt refcain from drunkenneſs, and ab⸗ 
ſtain from d2ink, Not ſo, ſaid the fel- 
low, fo? it is an old p:overb, that fiſh 
muſt ſwim; yea, ſaid the Pꝛieſt, it muſt 
ſwim in Mater. A crp = TRANS 
the fellsw. J thought it ſhould a {wam 
in good Ale. | 
o one after an other the Men of 
Gotam did come to ſhzift, and when 
they were ſhaven, the Pꝛieſt ſaid, J 
cannot tell what Pennance to give 
you 2 if J ſhould enjopn you to Pꝛaper, 
there is none of you can ſay pour pa- 


ter-nofter, and you be now too old ta 


learn. And to enjoyn you to Faff, irt 
| l were 
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